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ΜΕΜΟ 

ADMISSION  TO  THE  OCCUPATION  OF  ROAD  HAULAGE  OPERATOR  IN  INTERNATIONAL  TRANSPORT  OPERATIONS
1.      The establishment of an undertaking (which shall mean any natural person or any legal person of the public or private sector) for international carriage of goods by road for hire or reward is regulated by the Access to the Profession of Road Transport Operator Laws of 2001 to 2006 (L.101(I)/2001) (οι Περί της Πρόσβασης στο Επάγγελμα του Οδικού Μεταφορέα Νόμοι του 2001 μέχρι 2006 - Ν. 101(Ι)/2001) and by the Access to the Profession of Road Transport Operator Regulations of 2002 to 2006 (οι Περί της Πρόσβασης στο Επάγγελμα του Οδικού Μεταφορέα Κανονισμοί του 2002 μέχρι 2006 - Κ.Δ.Π. 457/2002). 
2.     Αn undertaking who wishes to carry out international carriage of goods is obliged to obtain the following licenses:
A. Operator´s License for the international carriage of goods by road for hire or reward,

B. Licence “D” (one “D” License of each vehicle) and
C. Community Authorisation/License and true certified copies for the international carriage of goods by road for hire or reward.

3.
The Operator´s License is issued by the Council of Road Transport (as the appropriate authority) provided that the undertaking fulfils the following requirements:

(a)
Good Repute, which is validated when the person(s) who in reality and permanently manages/manage the transport activities of the undertaking, as well as all other main shareholders (see paragraph 4 of this Memo) who are in reality and permanently involved in its activities, have not been condemned for serious criminal offences which are explicitly described in the above mentioned Laws.  Credibility is certified by a “Credibility Certificate” issued by the Police.  In the case of citizens of other member states of the EU, the Police may be based on an equivalent certificate issued by the official authorities of the other member state.
(b) Financial Standing, which is validated when the undertaking acquires the necessary financial means so as to assure a proper commitment of operations and sufficient management.   For this purpose, the Council of Road Transport may accept confirmation or assurance provided by a bank or other properly qualified institution.  The undertaking must have available capital or reserves of a least EUR 9000 when only one vehicle is used and at least EUR 5000 for subsequent vehicle. 
For newly established undertaking, for which the examination of their financial data is not feasible, the Council or Road Transport has decided to accept a Feasibility Study which has to include the objectives of the undertaking and a 5-years budget (from the day of commence of operations).
(c)
Professional Competence,  which is validated when the person(s) who is reality and permanently manages/manage the transport activities of the enterprise has succeeded in written examination and have obtained the Professional Competence Certificate for the category of the international carriage of goods by road for hire or reward.  Professional Competence Certificates issued by another EU member state are valid/accepted in the Republic of Cyprus.
(d)
Effective and stable establishment in a Member State, which is validated when the undertaking is obliged to have offices and employ staff in Cyprus where its base should be.
4.
In addition, based on the relative Regulations (Κ.Δ.Π. 457/2002) a certification should be submitted confirming that the applicant, in case he/she is a physical person, or that the main shareholders, in case the undertaking is a legal entity, are not under bankruptcy status and that no such application has been submitted against them.   Main Shareholders are considered those that possess equal to/or more than 20% of the share capital of the undertaking and in reality and permanently manage the road transportation activities of the undertaking.
5.
After obtaining the Operator´s License the licensed undertaking should submit to the appropriate authority (which is the Director of the Department of Road Transport) applications for obtaining “D” Licenses. 
6.
To perform international carriage of goods by road for hire or reward the licenced undertaking should obtain Community Licence based on the Regulation 1072/2009/EC on common rules for access to the international road haulage market.   It is clarified that in order to obtain Community Licence the Operator´s License as well as “D” Licenses should have pre-obtained.  Community Licence will be issued by the Department of Road Transport of the Republic of Cyprus.
7.
Note that all licensed vehicles used by the undertaking should always fulfill the requirements set by the Laws Regulations which are in force at each respective time.

8.
 According to the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Regulations of 1984 to 2012 (οι Περί Μηχανοκίνητων Οχημάτων και Τροχαίας Κινήσεως Κανονισμοί του 1984 μέχρι 2012) for registration purposes, the vehicle should inspected according to the terms set by the registrar of Motor vehicles every time (at that time). There is no limit to the age of the vehicles that can be registered in Cyprus, apart from the requirement that their exhaust emission levels at their first use correspond to the exhaust emission levels which were valid in the European Union at that time.
9.
The required inspection of the trucks in order to be registered in the registrar of Motor Vehicles of Cyprus can take place either at the district vehicle inspection centers of the Road Transport Department of Cyprus, or abroad, at the country of choice of the undertaking, provided that all the costs of transportation accommodation and hourly rates of usually two vehicle inspectors are undertaken by the undertaking.
10.
The annual Road worthiness inspection (MOT test) of the vehicles registered in Cyprus can be done at the district vehicle inspection centers of the Road Transport Department or at authorized by the Republic of Cyprus specific inspection centers in Austria, Germany, Greece and Netherlands.
Motor vehicles which are used for the transfer of freight whose maximum allowed mass exceeds 3.500 Kg, should be inspected one year from the date of their initial use, and after that the inspection should be performed once a year.
11.
Registration fees of the motor vehicles up to 12000kg (GVW) cost 150 Euros. For the motor vehicles with GVW more or equal to 12000 kg the road tax license is based on the number of axles of the vehicle and for the combination of vehicles, according to the number of axles of the vehicle and the trailer/semitrailer accordingly. 
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